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Mohammad Jenatian emigrated from Iran to the United States.  He made 

a point that it was done legally which is very difficult to do in today’s 
climate of politics and bureaucratic red tape.  Once he arrived, he fully 

embraced his new nation. 

 

His career in hospitality began during his study of Civil Engineering at 

UNC-Charlotte.  Hospitality was where he found the opportunity to make 

money during evenings and weekends while being a full-time student.  He 

rose in the ranks in the hotel business and was in management before 

graduating college.  It was during his time managing hotels in the Charlotte 

region that he began thinking of ways to improve tourism and hospitality 

for Charlotte. 

 

The concept of a Hospitality & Tourism Alliance (HTA) came from Jenatian 

and other hospitality leaders in Charlotte.  It began as a private 

membership organization with a mission to make Charlotte a tourism 

destination.  He has been the President of the Greater Charlotte 

Hospitality & Tourism Alliance (HTA) since its inception in 1994. 

One of the crowning achievements occurred when the Charlotte 

Convention Center was built.  When proposed by Jenatian, the response 

was, “What are you smoking?” according to our speaker.  Since then, 

Charlotte’s economic impact from tourism went from less than $200 million 

to the current $7.9 billion of economic impact in Mecklenburg County. 
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The $176 million for the Charlotte Convention Center was raised through taxes from restaurants 

and hotel revenues.  This way of raising money expanded the way that things have been built in 

Charlotte. 

 

Currently, Charlotte and North Carolina are celebrating many successes from 2023: 

• Charlotte Douglas International Airport had 53.4 million passengers 

• North Carolina was recognized as one of the best states for business 

• It is the #3 state in population growth in the United States 

• Best year ever for conventions and events in Charlotte 

Jenatian pointed out that the extension of the sunset taxes on hospitality will aid in the 

continuation of renovations to stadiums and the goal of keeping the Panthers and MLS team in 

Charlotte long-term.   

 

Lastly, Mohammad Jenatian impressed the Charlotte Rotary meeting at Noble Smoke with the 

statement and slide, “It is NOT OK”.  This in reference to what he sees as the bad, ugly, and 

biggest problem in Charlotte:  Public Safety.   

 

He referenced his shock at the recent debate and conversation of elected city leaders permitting 

criminals and their advocates under the guise of compassion.  When the question of is Uptown 

safety came up?  Jenatian cited poor leadership that has made Uptown “not as safe as it used 
to [be]”.  We cannot allow criminals and their advocates to take over our community,” he 
reiterated. 

 

He implored the Charlotte Rotary, guests, and visitors to “Be an advocate for what is right.”                               
 

 

 
*This week’s meeting was not recorded. 


