
  
 

 

  

 
 

 

 ROTARY DISTRICT GOVERNOR DAVID HARE 
Be The Inspiration 

 

 

 Assistant Governor Sean Gautam introduced District 
Governor David Hare, a member of the Top-of-the-Week 
Club here in Charlotte since 1980.  He has served in 
every capacity including as President in 1986-1987 and 
has received his club’s Distinguished Rotarian Award 
three times.  David is working on his 34th year of perfect 
attendance, and has been Music Director for over 30 
years.  He was awarded the Community Service Award of 
the Rotary Club of Debrecen, Hungary in 2013 for his 

leadership with a Rotary International grant collaboration involving 12 clubs in 3 districts, 
to purchase a pair of transportation vans for severely disabled children of the Immanuel 
Home in Debrecen.  He is a Member of the Paul Harris Society, a Paul Harris Fellow, a 
Bequest Society Member and Paul Harris Sustaining Member. 
 
David served as Assistant Governor in 2009-2012, the District Conference Committee 
from 2013 to present, and from 2013-2016 Chaired the District Grants sub-committee, 
overseeing the distribution of over $300,000 in grants for local and international projects. 
 
Born in Birmingham, England, he moved to Charlotte in 1979 after working five years in 
Zambia and L



to 27 reported so far this year. He then went into some facts about our District 7680, one 
of six in the state, which is comprised of 14 counties in NC, with 58 clubs and 2,690 
members, up 60 since the start of his term.  This is positive news, as NC districts have 
been losing members for the last 5 years, but we need to keep the growth momentum 
going. 
 
We are in Zone 33, which includes 13 Districts and encompasses the states of WV, VA, 
NC, and SC, plus eight counties in TN.  The adjacent Zone 34 is comprised of the states 
of GA and FL, plus 20 countries in the Caribbean (where 14 languages are spoken).  The 
two zones combined have approximately 78,000 Rotarians, which puts into perspective 
how small our 2,960-member district is; especially in light of the other 32 Zones with their 
1.122 million members.  David notes that you could visit any of the clubs in any of the 
535 Rotary districts around the world and be treated like family, especially if you are 
wearing your Rotary pin.   
 
David has started a campaign with the acronym TWYRP to encourage members to wear 
their Rotary pins more regularly.  People who are not aware of Rotary may ask about 
your pin, which provides an opportunity for you to tell them about all of the great things 
that Rotary does, which is where new members come from.  Looking around the room, 
he addressed the majority of those present by saying, “Thanks for Wearing Your Rotary 
Pin!”   
 
He then addressed the theme for this year, Be the Inspiration.  ‘Inspiration’ is anything 
that makes someone want to do something, or that gives someone else an idea about 
what to do or create.  The goal of this year’s theme is for all of us to become the 
inspiration for others to do good in service of others.  He thanked each of us for our gifts 
to the Foundation, totaling more than $1.9 million since the founding of our Club, and 
went on to list for us the Foundation’s current six areas of focus:  Disease prevention and 
treatment; Water and sanitation; Maternal and child health; Peace and conflict prevention 
and resolution; Expansion of literacy; and Economic and community development.  
 
He commended John Tabor for his work on providing clean water in Haiti, one of many 
poor countries where the Foundation is actively working to provide clean water and 
sanitary facilities; and Elizabeth Teagarden for making the Charlotte Rotary Club the first 
Peace Building Club in the District and in NC.  We will now have access to collected 
works of peace research, service projects, and access to a global network of Rotarians 
working on peace projects through the Rotary Action Group for Peace.   
 
Thanks to the efforts of Rotarians here and around the world, 17 million people are 
walking today who would otherwise have been paralyzed by polio.  We are very close to 
eradicating this disease, but we need to continue to push hard if we are to meet our goal.  
It takes a lot of money to immunize 400 million children each year, and it requires 
150,000 educated healthcare workers to find the children in need of vaccine and to 
identify and treat the few active cases, especially in the three remaining countries where 
the disease is active—Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Nigeria.  He presented our Club with a 
Certificate of Achievement from the Foundation in recognition of our financial support for 
this initiative. 
 
He then told us of the Nepal Global Grant to equip a new maternity clinic being built in 
Nepal to replace one destroyed by an earthquake, $200,000 funded by individual Clubs 
and matched by the Districts and the Foundation.  Because of the lack of care, some 560 
women die for every 100,000 live births, compared to 26 per 100,000 here. David 
thanked our club for the $3,000 donation in support of this grant.   
 
He spoke of Community Grants and projects, including an annual trip put on by Charlotte 



South in coordination with the North Myrtle Beach Club that takes 400 middle school 
students from this area down to Myrtle Beach.  For many of these students, it is the first 
time that they have seen the beach or the ocean.  Other examples are an Iredell County 
chili cook-off that involves three thousand people to raise funds for local charities and an 
elementary character development program called First Knights, where those 
successfully completing it are knighted.  Other initiatives include the Flights of Honor, 
now expanded to include veterans from the Korean and Vietnam wars in addition to WWII 
veterans, and the Coins for Alzheimer’s Research Trust (CART), funded primarily by 
Clubs in Zones 33 and 34 (Luther Moore is the District’s current Chairman of CART). 
 
The membership goal for RI this year is one net new member per Club worldwide.  David 
noted that only 25% of members ever ask anyone else to join—we need to do better at 
Being the Inspiration.  RI also has a goal to double the number of Rotaract Clubs in the 
world by the end of June 2019.  Bringing young and enthusiastic people into Rotaract is 
the future of Rotary.   
 
He also urged us to attend the District Conference at the Grove Park Inn in March, and 
the International Convention in Hamburg in June of 2019.  It is only through attendance at 
such events that you get a clear understanding of the size and scope of Rotary.  Besides, 
you never see anyone there who is grumpy, which is reason enough to go!  He briefly 
noted that you can get Amazon to contribute ½% of every purchase by signing up and 
logging in at smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com; and that discounts, rewards, 
and special offers are available at major companies through Rotary Global Rewards,  
https://my.rotary.org/en/member-center/rotary-global-rewards/offers#/offers/featured , 
and these companies also contribute to the Foundation in consideration of your using 
them. 
 
He closed by noting that it is true of Rotary service, as it is true of much in life, that the 
more you put into it, the more you get out of it.  When you decide to Be the Inspiration to 
others, and bring Rotary Values and Rotary Service into every day of your life, that is 
when you will see the impact that you can have, and that is when you find the energy, 
excitement, and the power to truly be a good Rotarian, and not just a member of a Rotary 
Club. 
 
Speaker Write-Up: Rick Handford; AV: Jessica Dupree & Tom Bartholomy; Head Table: John Tabor, 
Mike Hawley, Phil Volponi, Sean Gautam; Invocation: Bill Loftin; Visitors & Guests: Bill Bradley; 
Photos: Bert Voswinkel; Piano: Em Syrewicze; Greeters: Catherine Bracey & Clyde Robinson 
 
CLUB NEWS 
A host family is in place for the club’s exchange student, Kuba.  YEAH.  Think about how 
you can interact with Kuba – invite him to a ballgame, cookout, family dinner or any other 
form of fellowship.  He is wanting to experience America and that’s someone all of us can 
share.  Contact Bill Loftin(bill@loftinco.com), Katie Tyler (ktyler@tyler2construction.com) 
or Ed Wadsworth: (ed@wadsworthgroup.net).  
 
Nominations for the Excellence in Leadership Award are due to Phil Van Hoy 
(phil.vanhoy@vradlaw.com) by November 19, 2018.  
 
Recognizing our Members: 2018 Honorees by the Mecklenburg Times Icons & 
Phenoms…Colleen Brannan, Mike Crum, David Erdman, Chuck Howard, Mac 
McCarley, Pender McElroy and Alan Simonini.  Congratulations to Ken Samuelson 
and Betsy Clardy, who were married on October 13th.  Jenn Snyder Gibson is leaving 
Hood Hargett Breakfast Club after almost 16 years.  Update Jenn’s contact information 
as she begins working for The Independence Fund, j.snyder@independencefund.org. Two 
members included in the Observer’s Editorial Page: Floyd Davis on Affordable Housing 

https://my.rotary.org/en/member-center/rotary-global-rewards/offers#/offers/featured
mailto:bill@loftinco.com
mailto:ktyler@tyler2construction.com
mailto:ed@wadsworthgroup.net
mailto:phil.vanhoy@vradlaw.com
mailto:j.snyder@independencefund.org


and Dumont Clarke noting Democrats are not noted for raising taxes in recent years.  
Interested in joining the Peacebuilders Club…reach out to Elizabeth Teagarden at 
Elizabeth@theteagardengroup.com.  
 
North Carolina Military Veterans Hall of Fame 
President Mike asked all Veterans to stand and be recognized for their service. Tim 
Chappell then introduced David Broadie, Founder and CEO of the North Carolina Military 
Veterans Hall of Fame.  David outlined the organization’s mission statement: “The North 
Carolina Veterans Hall Of Fame exists primarily to Honor North Carolina Veterans and to 
Educate North Carolina Youth and communities about Heroes.”  The organization was 
formed in 2016 and the first class of 20 Veterans has been inducted.  A North Carolina 
Veteran may be nominated if you are a “North Carolina” Veteran (born in NC, entered the 
military in NC, lived in NC for at least ten years).  Nominations may be in one of the following 
categories: Valor (heroic action in combat), Achievement (significant contribution to the 
well-being of the military while in service), or Service (significant contribution to the local 
community, state, or nation after leaving the military).  There is a pretty detailed process 
to submit the nomination, which is due by December 31, 2018.  Please visit 
www.ncmvhof.org  for additional information, the nomination requirements and application 
package.   
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
07/01/2018 288 
11/13/2018 281 
Net Increase:               -7              
New Members: Bryce Chambliss 
  
Visitors                  8 
Club Members   113      
Total                  121 (48.3%)   
 
Guests: Adam Miller, Jessica Mallicote, Leigh Bullard, Harry Workman, Carlo Laurore, 
Maha Gingrich 
 
BIRTHDAYS (11/22/18 – 11/28/1/8) 
11/22 Kim McMillan, Floyd Davis 
11/23 Terri DeBoo, Victor Chen 
11/24 Jim Woodward 
11/25 Mason Alexander 
11/26 John Shell 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES (11/22/18 – 11/28/18) 
11/23 Sheng Li & Wangzhong Lu 
11/26 Debbie & Sadler Barnhardt 
11/26 Helen & Richard Verkamp 
 
ROTARY ANNIVERSARIES (11/22/18 – 11/28/18) 
02 years – Ron Mikels 
06 years – Judy Wishnek 
07 years – Stephanie Hinrichs 
11 years – Dan Rajkowski 
16 years – Carol Hardison 
 
 

mailto:Elizabeth@theteagardengroup.com
http://www.ncmvhof.org/


UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
11/20 Leandre Adifon, Ingersoll Rand “What the Future Holds” 
11/27 Moira Quinn, Julie Porter, Ed Driggs - Panel Discussion: Affordable Housing “How 
We Got Here; Where We’re Going” 
12/04 Carol Folt, Chancellor, UNC Chapel Hill 
12/11 How I Got Where I’m At (Suzie Ford, JC Cousar, Larry Hyatt) Meeting at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church 
12/18 Holiday Program – InReach Singers (bring your children/grandchildren) 
NOT MEETING 12/25/18 and 1/1/19 
 
Photos from our luncheons and other events can be found on Flickr  Click here 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/116005782@N02/


 
 
 
 
 


